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This management plan outlines forestry guidelines for property under a perpetual 
easement administered by the Natural Resource Conservation Service.  
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Introduction 
 
This property identified as The Lower Bulloch County Tract is under a 
conservation easement administered by the Natural Resource Conservation 
Service.  This conservation easement is further identified as a Wetland 
Reserve Easement or WRE.   

 deed states the purpose as to restore, protect, 
manage, maintain and enhance the functional values of wetlands and other 
lands, and for the conservation of natural values including fish and wildlife 
and their habitat, water quality improvement, flood water retention, 
groundwater recharge, open space , aesthetic values, and environmental 
education  It is the intent of NRCS to give the landowner the opportunity to 
participate in the restoration and management activities on the easement 
area.  The easement is in perpetuity for the above stated purpose  
long time and then some.    

which are: 
A.  Title 
B. Quiet Enjoyment 
C. Control of Access 
D. Recreational Uses  

Recreational purposes are basically defined as the right to use 
the property without causing any damage to the purpose stated 
above.  This right of recreation can be leased for economic gain.   

E. Subsurface Resources 
Subsurface Resources such as gas, oil and minerals can be 
sought after as long as drilling or mining is located outside of the 
property boundaries.  

F. Water Rights 
If identified as reserved to the landowner in the Easement Deed 

 
There are more limitations and obligations listed in the warranty deed as to 
what the landowner can and cannot do on the property; however,  get 
into how the landowner can carry out active management on the property.  

) to conduct specific management activities. 
Compatible Use Authorizations 
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applied for through the NRCS State office or field representative.  Common 
for General Maintenance and Upland Pine Thinning.   Other 

management activities can be applied for but will need to be specific and 
applied for in the name of restoration or ecosystem improvement -  Pine 
timber management is not a purpose of this easement unless it promotes 
older pine savannah habitat.  
landowner will be interested in obtaining  General Maintenance and Pine 
thinning.   
The following purpose and direction language came from the common 
general maintenance CUA: 
 
This CUA will authorize general maintenance activities as needed and as described 
below. 
 

1. ACCESS ROAD MAINTENANCE AND TRAILS. Activities may include as 
needed but not more than as described maintenance activities: (1) Mowing (2) 
Removal of dead and downed trees (3) Preventing encroachment of vegetation 
through mechanical trimming or the use of approved herbicides at 
recommended label rates (4) Road repair by mechanical means as needed to 
maintain accessibility. Any additional fill or structure needed for maintenance 
will not bring the road above the original grade. 
 

2.  BRUSH MANAGEMENT (BM) in the upland pine stands.  BM will be 
utilized to remove, reduce, and manipulate brush and scrub species to achieve 
desired plant communities (grass/legume mix, early successional understory 
in upland longleaf stands.)  Areas will be treated by either chemical or 
mechanical means to reduce undesirable species.  Methods used for hardwood 
control (HWC) and BM may include herbicide application, mowing, 
chopping, light disking, and prescribed burning. 
 

3. PRESCRIBED BURNING AND FIRE BREAK INSTALLATION as needed 
and appropriate.  The prescribed burning regime will occur on a 2-5 year 
rotation, depending on fuel load and habitat type.  Prescribed burning will be 
used to assist in early successional habitat for wildlife species, and to maintain 
the health of the forest.  This will also include fire break implementation 
around each stand to be burned.  All prescribed burning will have a plan, 
permits, and follow all applicable s  

 
4. WILDLIFE OPENING AND/OR FOOD PLOTS.  These wildlife openings 

will be managed to provide forage for wildlife species, both game and 
nongame, which may not otherwise be available.  Up to 5 percent of the 
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easement acres can be planted and maintained in wildlife openings. These 
areas will be planted to a mix of native perennial vegetation and/or cool and 
warm season annuals which provide high quality browse as well as brooding 
habitat. These may move around as needed, but the planted acres will stay 
under the 5% threshold of the total acres in WRE. 

 

The following purpose and direction language came from a common CUA for 

thinning planted pine stands: 

 
This CUA is to request a selection thinning in upland planted pine. This will be 
approved on an annual basis. NRCS will be notified 60 days prior to thinning. All 
timber harvest activities will be done under the supervision of a registered forester. 
  
The planted pine areas to be harvested are shown on the attached map. There are+/- 
___ acres of planted pine in the WRP easement. The current basal area of these 
stands are approximately ___sq ft/acre and they will be thinned to a residual basal 
area of ___ sq ft/ac to encourage the growth of early successional vegetation in the 
understory favored by quail, deer, turkey and many non-game species of wildlife.  
 
THINNING: In pine plantations, third, fourth or fifth rows will be completely 
harvested to provide access for equipment and then the remaining rows will be 
selectively thinned to reach the desired residual basal area. In natural pine stands 
access lanes may be created by clear cutting narrow strips approximately 20 feet 
wide every 50 feet. The areas between access rows will be thinned to reach the 
desired residual basal area. In natural stands, restoration of desirable hardwoods and 
pines is the objective within this portion of the easement so during thinning 
operations efforts will be made to identify naturally occurring pine, white oak, and 
southern red oak and protect them from harvest. Diseased, damaged and forked trees 
will be removed from the stands and the healthiest and most vigorous pines and 
hardwoods will be favored as leave trees, especially those which are good cone/mast 
producers. If pines are not present in sufficient numbers, healthy hard and soft mast 
bearing hardwoods may be left as residual trees to reach the desired residual basal 
area of 30-50sq. ft. /acre.  
 
All Best Management Practices (BMPs) for Forestry in Georgia will be strictly 
followed during timber harvest activities and all timber harvest will be done under 
the supervision of a GA Registered forester. It is understood that approximately one-
year post thinning a prescribed burning regime and or herbicide application will be 
initiated to maintain early successional stages and will recur as needed (generally 
every 2-3 years for prescribed fire) to maintain early successional vegetation in the 
forest understory (this is covered under a separate CUA).   The combination of 
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thinning and prescribed burning will be used to assist in early successional habitat 
for wildlife species, and to maintain the health of the forest.   
 
As the stands get older and harvest is needed the landowner will need to 
apply for a thinning/harvesting CUA but with specific habitat enhancement 
language.  These thinning/harvesting CUA s will be needed in 10 to 15 years 
and will be discussed later in this plan in the recommendations. 
 
In conclusion, the landowner can carry out timber management activities.  
Any economic gains from timber will be as a secondary result of 
management activities to restore, protect, manage, and maintain wetlands 
and conservation values.   
 

 

 

 

 

Identifying Forest Resources 

The NRCS created a Wetlands Restoration Plan of Operations (WRPO) as a 
management plan for restoration and enhancement activities. In this plan 
different stands and habitat types have been identified.  Listed below are the 
existing habitat types. 

Bottomland Hardwood Forest 
Forested Depressional Wetlands 
Upland Forest  
Early Successional Habitat (ESH) - cutover 
Longleaf Pine 
Loblolly Pine  
Slash Pine  
Mixed Pine  
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The following map showing the existing habitat types has been taken from 
the WRPO as reference.  

Glover WRE Natural Resources Inventory
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In addition to these existing habitats we need to look at habitats/stands the 

restoration plan will create and enhance.  Following is a map from the 

WRPO plan showing the planned conservation practices and their location. 

Glover WRE Planned Conservation Practice Map
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Once these practices are installed the WRPO has provided this map 

showing the habitat types after restoration. Take into consideration this is 30 

40+ years into the future.

Glover WRE Restoration by Habitat Type
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This is a lot of information on a big scale and hard to see BUT look at which
stands provide potential for timber production.  The landowner will only be 
able to consider the following: 

Planted Longleaf 

Planted Slash 

Slash Pine  

Longleaf Pine 

Mixed Pine  

Loblolly Pine 

Early Successional Habitat 

 

To simplify things, we are going to looking at three stands.  Slash and 
loblolly as one, Longleaf and Early Successional Habitat as the other two.   
 
 
The Lower Bulloch County Tract is made up of two Tracts  both are little 
over 300 acres.  The northern tract has approximately 200 acres of the three 
stands we can manage.  Longleaf approximately 114 acres  Slash and 
Loblolly approximately 28 acres  Early Successional Habitat approximately 
56 acres. 
The southern block has approximately 220 acres of the three stands we can 
manage.  Longleaf approximately 114  Slash approximately 10 acres  
Early Successional Habitat approximately 96 acres. 
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Now take a closer look at the stands we can work with. First Longleaf 
where we have 2 different age classes.  One has just been planted and other 
planted in 2010. 

 
2022 Planted Longleaf 

 

 
2022 Planted Longleaf 
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The next is Planted Slash pine 

 
2022 Planted Slash 

 
Early Successional with Planted slash in background 

 

 
Early Successional and 2022 Planted Slash 
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2022 Planted Longleaf in foreground -Early Successional in background 

 
Early Successional Habitat 
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The Lower Bulloch County Tract 
 

Stand Level Information  

In this part of the plan  look at the process for applying for a CUA.   The 
Warranty Deed in Perpetuity filed on this property states the Purpose and 
Intent of the easement as:   

 

The landowner needs to use this stated purpose in applying for a CUA.  Find 
management activities to align with this stated purpose thus getting 
permission or rights to carry out the activity.  To accomplish this, we need to 
look in the Wetlands Restoration Plan of Operations (WRPO).  In this plan 
threatened, endangered and at-risk species were identified and used as 
criteria for ranking the project for funding.  A chart in the WRPO lists the 
following plant and animal species.     
 
Common Name  Scientific Name  USFWS Status  Species Type  
Eastern Indigo 
Snake  

Drymarchon corais 
couperi  

Threatened  Reptile  

Gopher Tortoise  Gopherus 
polyphemus  

Candidate  Reptile  

Frosted Flatwoods 
Salamander  

Ambystoma 
cingulatum  

Threatened  Amphibian  

Canby's Dropwort  Oxypolis canbyi  Endangered  Flowering Plant  
Pondberry  Lindera melissifolia  Endangered  Flowering Plant  
American Kestrel  Falco sparverius 

paulus  
Bird of 
Conservation 
Concern  

Migratory Bird  

Prothonotary 
Warbler  

Protonotaria citrea  Bird of 
Conservation 
Concern  

Migratory Bird  

Swallow-tailed Kite  Elanoides forficatus  Bird of 
Conservation 
Concern  

Migratory Bird  
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management activities the landowner will need to look at activities enhancing 
the habitat for these species.  Thinning or harvesting will be the needed to 
accomplish the habitat improvements.

The following map was taken from the Glover WRPO.  It shows the Lower 
Bulloch Tract by habitat types identified as Unit #3

Glover WRPO Unit #3 Reference Map Habitat Types / Burn Unit
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Recommendations  
 

Recommendations 2022 -2028: 

 Obtain General Maintenance CUA for roads, food plots and basic 
maintenance activities  good for ten years  

  

 
The reason the landowner 
is the potential to damage potential forest resources for harvest.  All or most 
of the early successional habitat is listed for the prescribed burning to 
enhance the habitat.  It is also where the majority of your potential timber 
resource is located.  Thinning this stand type in the future should be 
permitted to return the habitat type to early successional.  The government 
has listed prescribed burning as a restoration practice and will contract with 
someone to carry out the burning.  It is just part of this easement program.  If 
the government is not successful in this aspect of the restoration plan the 
more opportunities for thinning should become available in the future.   
 
The Slash and Longleaf stands should be evaluated for potential thinning in 
2027.  Pay particular attention to the slash stands as their growth potentially 
stagnates  this is a characteristic of the species. 
 
Recommendations 2027-2035: 

 Maintain General Maintenance CUA for roads, food plots and basic 
maintenance activities  renew 2032 

 D  

 Evaluate Timber growth and needs Apply for and o as 
need to improve habitats for listed species. 

o Slash 

o Longleaf 

o Early Successional Habitats 

 

Annually evaluate Early successional habitat and Slash stands for thinning 
needs ultimately establishing a rotational harvesting schedule to enhance 
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and improve habitat. If possible, have harvesting take place in the early fall 
at the timing of pine seed release. 

 
Recommendations 2035 +: 

 Maintain General Maintenance CUA for roads, food plots and basic 
maintenance activities  renew 2042 

 
improve habitats for listed species. 

 Evaluate opportunities for patchwork clearcuts to enhance and restore 
habitats for designated species.  Clearcuts generally have not been 
allowed but if applied for with specific purpose approval could happen 

 

 

 
Bottom Land Hardwood area habitat surrounded by Early Successional Habitat 
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Conclusion  
 
Property with a Wetlands Reserve Easement has its challenges to manage 
for forest income.  The owner must realize the purpose and intent of the 
easement is not for timber production.  Timber income can be obtained 
provided the intent and purpose is to promote and improve wetlands and 
conservation resources.  The ability to carry on such practices will always be 
subject to the leadership of the government office holding and monitoring the 
Wetland Reserve Easement.   
 

 
Northeast Boundary  Bottomland Hardwood  Early Successional  


